
 
 

OPPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

November 20, 2025 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Power District (“OPPD” or 
“District”) was held on November 20, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. at the Omaha Douglas Civic Center, 1819 
Farnam Street, 2nd Floor Legislative Chamber, Omaha, Nebraska and via WebEx audio and video 
conference. 
 
Joining in person were Directors A. E. Bogner, M. J. Cavanaugh, C. C. Moody, M. G. Spurgeon 
and E. H. Williams.  M. R. Core joined virtually. S. E. Howard and J. L. Hudson were absent. Also 
present were L. J. Fernandez, President and Chief Executive Officer, and Messrs. S. Bruckner 
and T. Thalken, of the Fraser Stryker law firm, General Counsel for the District, E. H. Lane, Sr. 
Board Operations Specialist, and other members of the OPPD Board meeting logistics support 
staff.  Vice-Chair M. G. Spurgeon presided, and E. H. Lane recorded the minutes.  Members of 
the executive leadership team joining in person included S. M. Focht, C.V. Fleener, T. D. 
McAreavey, T. R. Via and B. R. Underwood. 
 
Board Agenda Item 1:  Chair Opening Statement 
 
Vice-Chair Spurgeon gave a brief opening statement, including reminders for using the WebEx 
audio and video conferencing platform. 
 
Board Agenda Item 2:  Safety Briefing 
 
Josh Clark, Manager, Protective Services, provided safety reminders.  
 
Board Agenda Item 3: Guidelines for Participation 
 
Vice-Chair Spurgeon then presented the guidelines for the conduct of the meeting and 
instructions on the public comment process in the room and using WebEx audio and video 
conferencing features. 
 
Board Agenda Item 4: Roll Call 
 
Ms. Lane took roll call of the Board. All members were present in person, with the exception of M. 
R. Core who joined virtually, and S. E. Howard and J. L. Hudson who were absent. 
 
Board Agenda Item 5: Announcement regarding public notice of meeting 
 
Ms. Lane read the following: 
 

“Notice of the time and place of this meeting was publicized by notifying the area 
news media; by publicizing same in the Omaha World Herald and Nebraska Press 
Association, OPPD Outlets newsletter, oppd.com and social media; by displaying 
such notice on the first level of the OPPD administrative offices; and by e-mailing 
such notice to each of the District’s Directors on November 14, 2025.  
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A copy of the proposed agenda for this meeting has been maintained, on a current 
basis, and is readily available for public inspection in the office of the District’s 
Corporate Secretary.  

Additionally, a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for inspection on 
oppd.com.” 

Board Consent Action Items: 
6. Approval of the September 2025 Financial Report, October 2025 Meeting Minutes, and

November 20, 2025 Agenda

It was moved and seconded that the Board approve the consent action items. 

Vice-Chair Spurgeon asked for public comment in person and on WebEx. There were no 
comments. 

Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Abstain; 
Howard – Absent; Hudson – Absent; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes. The motion 
carried (5-0).  

Board Agenda Item 11: President’s Report 
CEO Fernandez next presented the following information: 

• October 2025 Baseload Generation
• October 2025 Balancing Generation
• October 2025 Renewables
• Heat the Streets Run & Walk for Warmth – March 7
• Community Resource Fair
• Community Volunteering
• In Memoriam – Edward A. Ruhnka

Board Agenda Item 12: Opportunity for comment on other items of District Business 

Vice-Chair Spurgeon asked for comments from the public in the room on other items of District 
business. There were 34 comments. 

David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th St, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments on 
concerns regarding potential health effects of burning coal. 

David Begley, 4611 S. 96th Street, Omaha provided comments on power reliability and issues 
with renewable energy and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 

April Thompson, 5863 S. 104th Ave, provided comments on concerns regarding potential health 
effects of burning coal and asthma rates in North Omaha. 

Joe Giitter, 1146 Mayberry Plaza, provided comments on the recommendation for the North 
Omaha Station and “brain drain” and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 

John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided comments on the winter SPP requirements, 
reliability of power plants and provided a weather update. 
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Vern Carlson, 800 Buckboard Blvd, Papillion, provided comments on concerns as to heavy use 
of water by data centers and renewable energy. 
 
Sandy Lehr, 9737 Brentwood Rd, Omaha, representing Citizens Climate Lobby, provided 
comments on reducing carbon emissions and environmental responsibility. 
 
Jennifer Glazer, 105 S. 93rd Ave, Omaha, provided comments urging the board to refuel/retire the 
North Omaha Station. 
 
Kay Carne, 143 White Deer Ln, provided comments on concerns relating to potentialo health 
effects of burning coal. 
 
Crystal Edwards, 1148 S. 93rd Ave, provided comments urging the board to refuel/retire North 
Omaha Station. 
 
Isabella Jascot, 3214 Campbell Ct, Bellevue High School, provided comments on her view of the 
pathology of alleged health effects of burning coal. 
 
Jonathon Paetz, 17226 Williams Cir., Omaha, provided comments on SD-7 and environmental 
justice, and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Jane O’Connor, 5412 Charles St, provided comments on the Attorney General’s lawsuit and the 
health assessment of North Omaha Station emissions performed on behalf of OPPD. 
 
Robert Dyer, 3308 N. 53rd St, provided comments on North Omaha Station decision. 
 
Dr. Grace Kelly, 3308 N. 53rd St, provided comments on concerns as to whether there are 
subsidies of large customers and over long term potential health impacts of burning coal. 
 
Cole Whitrock, 32nd and Hamilton St, provided comments on the financial aspect of closing North 
Omaha station.  
 
Dan DiLeo, 5817 S.176th St, Omaha, provided comments on the health assessment of North 
Omaha Station emissions,  
 
T. Michael Williams, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church, provided comments on keeping a promise to 
refuel/retire North Omaha station. 
 
Roger Carroll, 417 N. 38th Ave, provided comments on a low voltage study and concerns 
regarding health effects of burning coal, and presented materials which are attached to these 
minutes. 
 
Steven Dickerson, 5214 Cass St, representing the Students for Sustainability, provided comments 
on OPPD’s guiding principles and the North Omaha communities’ wellbeing. 
 
Claire Vossman, 9701 S. 20th St., Bellevue, provided comments on concerns regarding the 
potential health effects of coal burning on the North Omaha community. 
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Mele Mason, 9632 N. 34th St, provided comments on retiring the North Omaha coal plant. 
 
 
 
Liz Veazey, 912 N. 49th St., provided comments on ending coal generation in North Omaha, and 
utilizing other resources such as voltage regulators, rooftop solar and distributed energy storage. 
 
Adam Sundberg, 3425 California St., provided comments on environmental justice and 
environmental super fund sites. 
 
Annette Harris, 2851 Iowa St, Florence, provided comments on his concerns as to higher levels 
of asthma and respiratory illnesses in North Omaha. 
 
Terrell McKinney, 5319 N. 30th St, representing BOLD Alliance, provided comments on the lack 
of respectful engagement with the North Omaha community and refueling/retiring North Omaha 
Station. 
 
Nancy Gaarder, 2720 Iowa St, provided comments on tree trimming and Greener Together 
program in North Omaha, the upcoming IRP and presented materials which are attached to these 
minutes. 
 
Bonnie Mercer, 510 S. 58th St, Omaha, provided comments on lack of transparency of the 
proposed extension of coal burning in North Omaha. 
 
Ryan Wishart, 912 N. 49th St, provided comments on not serving data centers until North Omaha 
station stops burning coal. 
 
Nate Austic, 9380 Western Ave, provided comments on speaking with residents of North Omaha 
and running for Nebraska state legislature. 
 
Samantha Gentry, 7418 Joseph Ave, La Vista, provided comments on opposing keeping the coal 
plant open. 
 
Scott Williams, Rosewood Dr., Lincoln, NE, provided comments on efforts of the board and ELT 
to run a reliable grid, distributed energy, and refueling/retiring North Omaha Station. 
 
Linda Johnson, 3716 Mason St, Omaha, provided comments of support for the previous public 
comments and standing with the North Omaha station. 
 
Kate Carlson, Papillion, provided comments on respiratory illnesses in North Omaha and 
expressed support for the North Omaha community. 
 
 
Vice-Chair Spurgeon asked for comments from the public online on other items of District 
business. There was one comment. 
 
Ken Winston, Lincoln, NE, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments on solar 
projects, demand side energy management, and refueling/retiring the North Omaha Station. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m.  
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S. M. Focht 
Vice President – Corporate Strategy & 
Governance and Assistant Secretary 

 E. H. Lane 
Sr. Board Operations Specialist  
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