
OPPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

October 16, 2025

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Power District (“OPPD” or 
“District”) was held on October 16, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. at the Omaha Douglas Civic Center, 1819 
Farnam Street, 2nd Floor Legislative Chamber, Omaha, Nebraska and via WebEx audio and video 
conference.

Joining in person were Directors A. E. Bogner, M. J. Cavanaugh, S. E. Howard, J. L. Hudson, C. 
C. Moody, M. G. Spurgeon and E. H. Williams. M. R. Core joined virtually. Also present were S. 
M. Focht, Vice President of Corporate Strategy and Governance, in place of L. J. Fernandez, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, and Messrs. S. Bruckner and T. Thalken, of the Fraser 
Stryker law firm, General Counsel for the District, E. H. Lane, Sr. Board Operations Specialist, 
and other members of the OPPD Board meeting logistics support staff.  Vice-Chair M. G. 
Spurgeon presided, and E. H. Lane recorded the minutes.  Members of the executive leadership 
team joining in person included C.V. Fleener, T. D. McAreavey, T. R. Via and B. R. Underwood.

Board Agenda Item 1:  Chair Opening Statement

Vice-Chair Spurgeon gave a brief opening statement, including reminders for using the WebEx 
audio and video conferencing platform.

Board Agenda Item 2:  Safety Briefing

Josh Clark, Manager, Protective Services, provided safety reminders. 

Board Agenda Item 3: Guidelines for Participation

Vice-Chair Spurgeon then presented the guidelines for the conduct of the meeting and 
instructions on the public comment process in the room and using WebEx audio and video 
conferencing features.

Board Agenda Item 4: Roll Call

Ms. Lane took roll call of the Board. All members were present in person, with the exception of M. 
R. Core who joined virtually.

Board Agenda Item 5:  Announcement regarding public notice of meeting

Ms. Lane read the following:

“Notice of the time and place of this meeting was publicized by notifying the area 
news media; by publicizing same in the Omaha World Herald and Nebraska Press 
Association, OPPD Outlets newsletter, oppd.com and social media; by displaying 
such notice on the first level of the OPPD administrative offices; and by e-mailing 
such notice to each of the District’s Directors on October 10, 2025.
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A copy of the proposed agenda for this meeting has been maintained, on a current 
basis, and is readily available for public inspection in the office of the District’s 
Corporate Secretary.  

Additionally, a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for inspection on 
oppd.com.”

Board Consent Action Items: 
6. Approval of the August 2025 Financial Report, September 2025 Meeting Minutes, and

October 16, 2025 Agenda
7. BL-2: Board - Outside General Counsel Relationship Refinement – Resolution No. 6731
8. 2025 COP Excess Expenditure Request – Resolution No. 6732
9. SD-13: Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6733

10. SD-7: Environmental Stewardship Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6734

It was moved and seconded that the Board approve the consent action items. 

Vice-Chair Spurgeon noted the Board discussed the action items during the All Committees 
meeting held on Tuesday, October 14. 

Vice-Chair Spurgeon then asked for public comment in person and on WebEx. There was one 
comment in person. 

David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th St, provided comments on SD-7 and net zero goals. 

Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Abstain; 
Howard – Yes; Hudson – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – No. The motion carried 
(6-1).  

Vice-Chair Spurgeon provided comments on the removal of RFP 6208 from the Board agenda, 
which the Board agreed to during the Tuesday All Committees meeting. 

Board Agenda Item 11: President’s Report 
Vice President Focht next presented the following information:

September 2025 Baseload Generation 
September 2025 Balancing Generation 
September 2025 Renewables 
Community Volunteering 
Rock the Block – Bellevue 
Swigart Invitational Tournament 
In Memoriam – Michael W. Johnson 

Board Agenda Item 12: Opportunity for comment on other items of District Business 

Vice-Chair Spurgeon asked for comments from the public in the room on other items of District 
business. There were 25 comments. 

David Begley, 4611 S. 96th Street, Omaha provided comments on the NE Attorney General’s 
lawsuit and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 



Board Minutes
October 16, 2025  
Page 3 

Dan DiLeo, 5817 S.176th St, Omaha, provided comments on environmental justice and the 
Attorney General’s lawsuit. 
 
David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th St, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments on 
data center energy usage and Blue Energy. 
 
John Traudt, 3316 Augusta Ave, provided comments on demand side management and 
presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Mele Mason, 9632 N. 34th St, member of the North Omaha ad hoc committee, representing 
Florence, provided comments on retiring the North Omaha coal plant. 
 
Nate Austic, 9380 Western Ave, provided comments on defending the Attorney General’s lawsuit 
and environmental justice. 
 
Thomas Nenneman, 7212 N. 76th St., provided comments on rate classes and rate increases. 
 
 Terrell McKinney, 5319 N. 30th St, representing BOLD Alliance, provided comments on 
community support for closure of the North Omaha Station and the removal of RFP 6208 from 
the Board meeting agenda.  
 
Charlene Potter, 4321 Larimore Ave, provided comments on ecosystems, asthma and 
environmental justice. 
 
John Patrick Murray, 421 N. 38th Ave, professional philosopher, provided comments on climate 
change. 
 
Terry Crawford, 2nd Vice President, NAACP Omaha, 2221 N. 24th St, provided comments on 
asthma and COPD cases in North Omaha and environmental justice. 
 
Bill Bevins, 5200 N. 148th St, Waverly, NE provided comments of support for the North Omaha 
community and environmental justice. 
 
Elaine Wells, 5005 Reed St, provided comments on the Attorney General’s lawsuit against OPPD 
and North Omaha Station coal powered generation. 
 
Connor Herbert, 2430 R. St, Lincoln, provided comments on the removal of RFP 6208 and 
democratic principles. 
 
Dr. Grace Kelly, 3308 N. 53rd St, provided comments in support of retiring the coal plant in North 
Omaha and the energy usage of data centers. 
 
Alana Haynes Stein, 900 Farnam St, provided comments on his view of the effects of burning 
coal on human health. 
 
Jo Williams, 3524 State St., Florence, provided comments of support for the North Omaha 
community. 
 
Robert Dyer, 3308 N. 53rd St, provided comments on investing in green energy in the future and 
retiring the North Omaha coal plant. 
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Linda Jensen, 3716 Mason St., provided comments of support for the North Omaha community 
and environmental justice. 

Ryan Wishart, 912 N. 49th St, provided comments on global climate change studies and 
environmental justice. 
 
Adam Sunberg, 3425 California St, provided comments on the Attorney General’s lawsuit and 
procedural justice. 
 
Crystal Ellis, 11909 N. 58th St., provided comments on AMI smart meters and the risks and costs 
involved and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Mary Leask, 7605 Pasadena Ave, provided comments on AMI smart meters and a claimed lack 
of information for the community. 
 
Dr. Paul Nelson, 6803 N. 68th Plaza, provided comments on community safety nets and presented 
materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Roger Carroll, 417 N. 38th Ave, provided comments of appreciation for the public comments and 
the Board actively listening. 
 
 
Vice-Chair Spurgeon asked for comments from the public on WebEx. There were five comments. 
 
April Thompson, 5863 S. 104th Ave, provided comments on the removal of RFP 6208 from the 
Board agenda. 
 
John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided comments on the effects of climate change 
on health and provided a weather update. 
 
Cheryl Weston, 1823 Emmett St, Omaha, provided comments on standing up for the interests of 
the North Omaha community. 
 
Richard Miller, 14011 Seward St, provided comments on environmental justice, climate change 
and alleged health impacts, and emailed materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Marshall Biven, 3935 N. 54th St, provided comments on the alleged health effects of burning coal 
on the North Omaha community. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m.  
 
 

 

S. M. Focht
Vice President – Corporate Strategy & 
Governance and Assistant Secretary

 E. H. Lane 
Sr. Board Operations Specialist 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

from Richard Miller (privately):    5:22 PM

The board has already voted to phase out coal use by the end of next year. The board
representing their constituents has already promised on two occasions to reduce pollution
from the North Omaha Coal fired power plant.

The EPA COBRA public health model estimates of the health impacts in Douglas County
from a 3-year extension of the North Omaha Coal power plant are

•2-6 additional deaths

•23 asthma onsets

•3,663 incidences of asthma symptoms

•1,110 school loss days

•$2.2-3.8 million in negative health effects

Please keep your promise to phase out coal use by the end of the next year for the health of
your constituents and reducing the catastrophic effects of continued greenhouse gas
pollution.  Please fight Attorney General Hilger’s lawsuit.

Thank you,

Richard Miller, Ph.D.

Professor of Sustainability Studies, Creighton University

I am not representing Creighton University, but  these are my informed judgements

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

from Public (privately):    5:27 PM

OPPD stop burning coal. It's contributing to warmer weather during the fall months!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

from Richard Miller (privately):    6:16 PM

I also support the arguments of Dan DiLeo from Sacred Heart Church,  Dave Corbin from the
Sierra Club, the gentleman arguing for reducing demand, the woman representing the North
Omaha ad hoc committee, Nate Austic's position to fight the lawsuit, gentleman from Land
Justice, Charlene Potter, John Patrick Murray, Terry Crawford from NAACP whose son died



from Asthma, Bill Bevins, Elaine Wells, Kyle Herbert, Dr. Kelly, Elona Hinstein, Robert Dire,
Linda Jensen, Ryan Wishart, Adam Sundberg,

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































