
 
 

OPPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 18, 2025 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Power District (“OPPD” or 
“District”) was held on September 18, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. at the Omaha Douglas Civic Center, 
1819 Farnam Street, 2nd Floor Legislative Chamber, Omaha, Nebraska and via WebEx audio and 
video conference. 
 
Joining in person were Directors A. E. Bogner, M. J. Cavanaugh, M. R. Core, S. E. Howard, J. L. 
Hudson, C. C. Moody, M. G. Spurgeon and E. H. Williams.  Also present were L. J. Fernandez, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, and Messr. T. Thalken, of the Fraser Stryker law firm, 
General Counsel for the District, E. H. Lane, Sr. Board Operations Specialist, and other members 
of the OPPD Board meeting logistics support staff.  Chair M. R. Core presided, and E. H. Lane 
recorded the minutes.  Members of the executive leadership team joining in person included K. 
W. Brown, C.V. Fleener, S. M. Focht, G. M. Langel, T. D. McAreavey, M. V. Purnell, T. R. Via and 
B. R. Underwood. 
 
Board Agenda Item 1:  Chair Opening Statement 
 
Chair Core gave a brief opening statement, including reminders for using the WebEx audio and 
video conferencing platform. 
 
Board Agenda Item 2:  Safety Briefing 
 
Doug Peterchuck, Director, Enterprise Security, provided safety reminders.  
 
Board Agenda Item 3: Guidelines for Participation 
 
Chair Core then presented the guidelines for the conduct of the meeting and instructions on the 
public comment process in the room and using WebEx audio and video conferencing features. 
 
Board Agenda Item 4: Roll Call 
 
Ms. Lane took roll call of the Board. All members were present in person. 
 
Board Agenda Item 5:  Announcement regarding public notice of meeting 
 
Ms. Lane read the following: 
 

“Notice of the time and place of this meeting was publicized by notifying the area 
news media; by publicizing same in the Omaha World Herald and Nebraska Press 
Association, OPPD Outlets newsletter, oppd.com and social media; by displaying 
such notice on the first level of Blue Cross Blue Shield; and by e-mailing such 
notice to each of the District’s Directors on September 12, 2025.  
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A copy of the proposed agenda for this meeting has been maintained, on a current 
basis, and is readily available for public inspection in the office of the District’s 
Corporate Secretary.  
 
Additionally, a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for inspection on 
oppd.com.” 

 
Board Consent Action Items:  
6. Approval of the July 2025 Financial Reports, August 2025 Meeting Minutes, August 

2025 Board Governance Workshop Minutes and September 18, 2025 Agenda  
7. 2026 Board Meeting Schedule – Resolution No. 6727 
8. SD-10: Ethics Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6728 
9. GP-14: Board Expense Reimbursement Refinement – Resolution No. 6729 
 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve the consent action items. 
 
Chair Core noted the Board discussed the action items during the All Committees meeting held 
on Tuesday, September 16. 
 
Chair Core then asked for public comment in person and on WebEx. There were no comments. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Yes; 
Howard – Yes; Hudson – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes. The motion carried 
(8-0).  
 
Board Discussion Action Items 
SD-9: Integrated System Planning Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6730 
 
Director Williams moved to approve the discussion action item, and it was seconded by Director 
Bogner. Chair Core asked for Board member questions or comments. Director Spurgeon asked 
questions of CEO Fernandez, who responded. Director Williams asked questions about 
renewable generation reporting and CEO Fernandez responded. Director Moody provided 
comments about the monitoring report. 
 
Chair Core then asked for public comment in the room. There were six. 
 
Cheryl Weston, 1502 Fahey Dr, provided comments on renewable energy and supporting the 
retirement of North Omaha Station coal generation. 
 
Thomas Neneman, 7212 N. 76th St., provided comments on North Omaha coal generation and 
health issues. 

(C. V. Fleener, VP, Sustainability and Environmental Affairs, provided comments on NOS 
emissions) 

 
David Begley, 4611 S. 96th St, provided comments on renewables and rate pressure, and 
presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Dr. J. Braddock, 9818 N. 34th St, provided comments on the health impact of coal fired plants, 
and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
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Ben Stallings, 2811 N. 49th Ave, provided comments on data center energy usage and cost of 
service.  

(CFO, B. R. Underwood provided comments on cost allocation) 
 
Dan Jackson, Omaha, provided comments on data center energy usage. 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public on WebEx. There was one. 
 
David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th St, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments on 
distributed energy resources. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Yes; 
Howard – Yes; Hudson – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Abstain. The motion 
carried (7-0).  
 
Board Agenda Item 11: President’s Report 
CEO Fernandez next presented the following information: 

• August 2025 Baseload Generation 
• August 2025 Balancing Generation 
• August 2025 Renewables 
• AMI Open Houses & Webinars 
• City Sprouts Ribbon Cutting – Greener Together Program 
• In Memoriam – Kenneth R. Kitchen 

 
Board Agenda Item 12: Opportunity for comment on other items of District Business 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public in the room on other items of District business. 
There were thirteen comments. 
 
David Begley, 4611 S. 96th Street, Omaha provided comments on climate change and presented 
materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Connor Nichols, representing Conservation Nebraska, provided comments on the transition of 
North Omaha Station away from using coal. 
 
Charlene Potter, environmental artist, 4321 Larimore Ave, provided comments on poor air quality 
in North Omaha. 
 
Roger Carroll, 417 N. 38th Ave, provided comments on North Omaha Station and the North 
Omaha community. 
 
Terrell McKinney, 5319 N. 30th St, representing BOLD Alliance, provided comments on 
community support for closure of the North Omaha Station and presented materials which are 
attached to the minutes. 
 
Elaine Wells, 5005 Reed St, provided comments on the closure of the North Omaha Station coal 
powered generation. 
 
Mele Mason, 9632 N. 34th St, representing the North Omaha Commercial Club, provided 
comments on the closure of the North Omaha Station coal powered generation.  
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Bill Bevins, 5200 N. 148th St, Waverly, NE provided comments of support for the North Omaha 
community and environmental justice. 
 
Randolph Noriega, 1440 S. 13th St., provided comments on North Omaha Station emissions and 
support of the North Omaha community. 
 
Phillip Alcocer, 602 N. 3rd St, Bellevue, provided comments on the pilgrimage for Hope for 
Creation. 
 
Cheryl Weston, 1502 Fahey Dr, Omaha, provided comments on fulfilling the promise to close the 
coal plant in North Omaha. 
 
Dr. J. Braddock, 9818 N. 34th St, provided comments on the increase in respiratory illnesses in 
the community and the North Omaha Station. 
 
Gloria Becker-Rial, 10517 Y St, provided comments on health effects of coal plants. 
 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public on WebEx. There were four comments. 
 
Jackie Belcher, 24th St. Coalition of Parishes, provided comments for the support of transition 
away from coal at the North Omaha Station. 
 
David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th St, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments on 
environmental concerns in North Omaha. 
 
John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided comments on supporting the closure of North 
Omaha Station and provided a weather update. 
 
Anthony Rogers Wright, 3010 Lincoln Blvd, Omaha, provided comments on the 2018 Sierra Club 
climate change study and environmental racism. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

  

S. M. Focht 
Vice President – Corporate Strategy & 
Governance and Assistant Secretary 

 E. H. Lane 
Sr. Board Operations Specialist  
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