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RESOLUTION NO. 6709 

 
WHEREAS, the District intends to execute a large portfolio of transmission and 

substation infrastructure projects from 2025 through 2032, including supporting our significant 
distribution system assets, in order to meet forecasted customer load growth and reliability 
requirements based upon system studies, new generation interconnections, and Southwest Power 
Pool (“SPP) requirements; and  

 
WHEREAS, the transmission and substation infrastructure projects include 

approximately 255 miles of new and rebuilt transmission lines, 14 new substations, and 25 substation 
expansions, as well as other supporting and significant related distribution facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District's Engineer has certified that it is imperative to use a 

contractual approach that will present the best opportunity to achieve multiple contemporaneous in-
service dates, and a negotiated contract process will enable the District to develop optimal pricing, 
navigate the uniquely complex purchasing obligations associated with concurrent projects of this 
magnitude, expedite materials and construction schedules, and obtain necessary contract terms, 
including risk mitigation provisions; and 

WHEREAS, the District’s Engineer has further certified that contracting expediency 
is of utmost importance to obtain long lead time transmission and substation equipment, and explains 
that equipment purchasing and construction scheduling will be uniquely complex due to the 
extensive simultaneous outage requirements across the District’s service territory, the high volume 
of contemporaneous construction activities, and the increasing limits on outage availability in SPP; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the District’s Engineer has further certified it is impractical and not in 

the public interest to utilize the statutory sealed bid process for these projects; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute Section 70-637 (as amended), and 

upon approval of the Engineer’s Certification by the Board of Directors, the District may negotiate 
and enter into a contract or contracts related to such projects without sealed bidding. 

 
WHEREAS, recognizing the importance of transparent communication and 

oversight, the Board acknowledges that effective monitoring of and regular updates on the 
Transmission and Substation portfolio of projects is important for customer visibility and awareness. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Omaha 

Public Power District that: 
 



1. The Engineer’s Certification requesting that the Board authorize Management 
to negotiate and enter into one or more contracts to provide all engineering, procurement, and 
construction of the transmission and substation infrastructure projects, as well as other supporting 
and significant related distribution facilities, as described therein, without compliance with the sealed 
bidding provisions of Sections 70-637 to 70-641 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes is hereby 
approved. 

 
2. Management is hereby authorized and directed to negotiate and enter into a 

contract or contracts with a qualified contractor or contractors to provide all engineering, 
procurement, and construction of the transmission and substation infrastructure projects, as well as 
other supporting and significant related distribution facilities, as described herein and in the 
Engineer’s Certification, subject to review and approval of the final contract(s) by the District’s 
General Counsel. 

 
3. The notice required by Nebraska Revised Statutes Section 70-637 shall be 

published in the Omaha World Herald, or other similar newspaper of general circulation. 
 
  4. Commencing with the Board of Directors' all committee meetings in August 
of 2025, and continuing thereafter on a quarterly basis (or more frequently as Management 
reasonably determines), Management and General Counsel shall provide updates, in open or closed 
session, as appropriate, to inform the Board on the progress of proposal review, Management's 
evaluation, and contract negotiation status for the transmission and substation infrastructure projects 
and Management’s prosecution of the work associated with such projects. 
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Stephen M. Bruckner   
ATTORNEY 
402.978.5225 
sbruckner@fraserstryker.com 
fraserstryker.com 

April 3, 2025 

 
 

Omaha Public Power District 
444 South 16th Street 
Omaha, NE  68102 

RE: Engineer’s Certification-Transmission and Substation infrastructure Projects, 
2026-2032 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We have reviewed the Engineer’s Certification of Shane Hanson, an engineer employed 
by the District. Mr. Hanson explains that the District must execute a large portfolio of transmission 
and substation infrastructure projects from 2026 through 2032. These projects are necessary to 
meet forecasted system load and reliability requirements, customer agreements, new generation 
interconnection, and Southwest Power Pool (SPP) requirements. Mr. Hanson certifies it is 
imperative to use a contractual approach that will present the best opportunity to achieve multiple 
contemporaneous in-service dates, and a negotiated contract processes will enable the District to 
develop optimal pricing, expedite materials and construction schedules, and obtain necessary 
contract terms, including risk mitigation provisions. He states that contracting expediency is of 
utmost importance to obtain long lead time transmission and substation equipment, and explains 
that construction scheduling will be uniquely complex due to the high volume of construction 
activities, extensive simultaneous outage requirements across the District’s service territory, and 
increasing limits on outage availability in SPP. For these and other reasons stated in the 
Certification, Mr. Hanson certifies that it is impractical and not in the public interest to utilize the 
statutory sealed bid process for these projects.  

 
Section 70-637 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes authorizes the District's Board of 

Directors, by a two-thirds vote, to approve an Engineer's Certification when it is impractical or not 
in the public's interest to utilize sealed bidding, and to authorize the District to enter into a contract 
or contracts to complete the proposed project or projects. This authority is not limited to individual 
projects but may be applied to a group of projects such as those described in Mr. Hanson’s 
Certification. The District is required to advertise its intention to enter into any such contract in 
three (3) newspapers of general circulation within the District's service area, with not less than 
seven (7) days between issues.  The contract or contracts cannot be entered into sooner than twenty 
(20) days after the last advertisement.   
 
 It is our opinion that Mr. Hanson’s Engineer's Certification complies with Section 70-637 
of the Nebraska Revised Statutes and is in a form that is appropriate for approval by the District's 
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Board of Directors. Therefore, the Board of Directors may approve the Engineer's Certification 
and authorize Management to negotiate and enter into the necessary contracts for equipment, 
material, and services to execute the portfolio of transmission and substation projects (including 
related distribution infrastructure) described in the Engineer’s Certification. without utilizing the 
sealed bid process. 

Very truly yours, 

Stephen M. Bruckner 
FOR THE FIRM 

SMB:sac 
3382489 
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